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Body Rhetoric and Space Construction
in the Historical Study of Chinese Films
Chen Jide Zhang Haixin

Abstract: A historical study of Chinese films from the perspective of body rhetoric offers a brand new
research angle and research paradigm, revealing the political, economic and cultural message reflected in
Chinese films and further finding out the complicated relations between individuals and times, aesthetics
and politics, and art and society. The present study also echoes the craze of body studies and enhances the
ability of this discipline to communicate with reality. Specifically speaking, there are two research approach
es: firstly, the history of Chinese films for more than a century can be divided into several stages and subject
ed to a longitudinal examination; secondly, body rhetoric in each stage can be categorized into specific topics
and subjected to a horizontal examination.

Keywords: body rhetoric; body politics; the historical study of Chinese films; space construction
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