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The Knowledge Paradigm and Practical Function of “Thinkers””
— the Emergence of “Lu Xun as a Thinker” During 1936-1940
Li Wei

Abstract: In 1940, Mao Zedong s argument that Lu Xun was a thinker had great influence on the can-
onization of Lu Xun. Since then, the thinker Lu Xun became a convincing proposition in the study of Lu Xun.
This paper focuses on the discussion on the thinker Lu Xun by Zou Taofen, Luo Jinan, Hu Quyuan, Li Pingx-
in, Al Siqi, Hu Feng and Mao Zedong from 1936 to 1940, and analyses the epistemological basis, theoretical
resource and propositional premise of the term of® “thinker””and thereby the narrative logics and the histori-
cal function of the thinker Lu Xun as well, drawing conclusion that the argument made around 1940 is nei-
ther a personal choice by accident nor a propaganda strategy conducted by a party, but anecessary product of
a knowledge paradigm which had widespread in fluenceat that time, performing a specific historical function.

Keywords: Lu Xun as a thinker; Mao Zedong; knowledge paradigm
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