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Four Versions of Translation of The Isles of Greece
and the Modern Transformation of the Chinese Literature
from the Late Qing Dynasty to the May 4", 1919

Huang Yi Zhang Yang

Abstract: The translation of the poem The Isles of Greece makes Lord Byron as a kind of spiritual re
source and deeply rooted in Chinese modern intellectualstmemories. In 1902, the poem was partly translat
ed by Liang Qichao in his novel Xin ZhongguoWeilai Ji by the first time. This version set the tone of the in
terpretation of Byron, and shaped his literary fortunes in China. From then on, many famous writers such as
Liang Qichao, Su Manshu, Hu Shi, Wen Yiduo etc. had translated The Isles of Greece. Byron was hailed as
the champion of the liberty in China. Through the four different versions we can know the occurrence and de
velopment of the Chinese literaturets modern transformation, including the changes of literary concept, the
innovation of literary language, and the alternation of the verse forms. To some extent, all of this reflected the
whole picture of the Chinese literaturedts modern transformation.
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