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e Party State ™

Some Reflections on Party Typologies in Modern China
from the Perspective of Elite Parties
Cen Shuhai

Abstract: The types of political organizations have witnessed a qualitative shift from monarchical fac
tions, secret societies to political parties at the late Qing and the beginning of Republic of China. Those earli
est-invented political parties are accurately parliamentary factions and embryonic forms of parties, i.e. Elite
Parties in terms of party typology. Due to the anti-party policies, weak social foundations and a lack of insti
tutionalization, they all had already declined and failed before they would have reinforced their party
strengths and transformed to mass parties. Technically speaking, two party systems had never been tried in
China then, which indicates the delay of party development. Party state initiated by revolutionary parties, al
S0 a sort of Mass Party, has become the basic model for Chinese political development.

Keywords: transformations of party organizations party typologies elite parties themodern China
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